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The first Naatghar Majuli Theatre Festival (NMTF), an
international theatre event, was held from October 1-3,
2023, in conjunction with Northeast India Water Talk
- 20 Majuli. This event showcased our commitment to
global artistic dialogue, collaborated with
organisations, including: Heinrich Béll Stiftung, Delhi
Regional office, Mising Autonomous Council,
Department of Forest and Culture (Government of
Assam), International Rotary Club, Aaranyak, NEADs
etc. Through innovative, multidisciplinary practices,
Naatghar Majuli aims to bridge cultural gaps and
elevate the folk cultures of Northeast India. In the
NMTF-23, a renowned theatre troupe from Sri Lanka
participated and performed.

Following the success of the inaugural festival in 2023,
as a continuation of the process, the 2nd Edition of the
Naatghar Majuli Theatre Festival-25, take place on
January 11th and 12th, 2025, aims to further revive
and celebrate the vibrant cultural tapestry of Majuli,
to showcase contemporary theatre, fostering a deep
connection with traditional art forms, creating a
unique platform for cultural exchange and community
engagement.

The festival is feature with diverse array of
performances from local and international artists,
workshops, and discussions, allowing participants to
explore the transformative power of theatre. As Majuli
continues to stand as a beacon of cultural renaissance
in Assam, the 2nd Naatghar Majuli Theatre Festival
will reinforce our commitment to enriching lives
through artistic expression, ensuring that the island
remains a vital hub for creativity and community
spirit. Join us in this celebration of life, art, and culture,
as we pave the way for a brighter, more hopeful future
for Majuli.
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The Naatghar Majuli Theatre Festival NMTF)-2025
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1 Inauguration: The festival was inaugurated by internationally
acclaimed actor Adil Hussain.

2 Book Launch: "The Panir Ratha" A compilation of 21 water
stories by 21 writers from Majuli, edited by KK Chatradhara
and Bhaskar Jyoti Borah. Opened by Rinkumoni Payeng from
Mishamora village, Majuli, in the presence of dignitaries.

3 Waste Management initiative: Saahas’™- an NGO has initiated a
waste management program, which is a great step towards
reducing waste and promoting a cleaner environment.

4 Climate Change Awareness: The NMTF team performed street
plays in various locations in Majuli to raise awareness about
climate change. This event was organised by the Assam
Climate Change Management Society, Government of Assam.

B Performances: The festival featured a diverse array of
performances, including plays like "Mukti" and "Makarajal".

7 Children's Drama Competition: A children’'s drama competition
was organized to nurture young talent and promote theatre
among children.

8 Other Performances: "A River's Tale", "Aaichu’, and "Waphaliya
Payek” were some of the other notable performances.




NMTF-2025 was a resounding success.

Showcasing the socio-cultural
distinctiveness of Assam through a
diverse array of theatrical
performances. Held on January
11th and 12th at Milan Sangha,
Majuli, and the festival was a
testament to the power of theatre
in promoting socio-cultural

exchange and dialogue.

The festival organised by Naatghar Majuli in collaboration with Majuli
Jila Natya Sanmilan and Majuli Jila Moina Parijat and supported by
organisations; Oil India Limited, Numaligarh Refinery Limited, North-East
India Water Talk, North-East Affected Area Development Society, Rural
Volunteer Centre, Saahas and Assam Climate Change Management

Society, Govt. Of Assam.

A couple of initiatives to promote environmental awareness and
sustainability. Saahas has initiated a waste management program, which
is a great step towards reducing waste and promoting a cleaner
environment. The NMTTF team performed street plays in various locations
in Majuli to raise awareness about climate change, organised by the
Assam Climate Change Management Society, Government of Assam. The
objective of these initiatives is to educate people about the importance of
waste management and climate change, and to encourage them to take

action to reduce their environmental footprint.

04



i
i e e e .

Ui

—

'

i

O |

'SuosJIad 90IN0S1 POUISSISD
I930 pue 1e[uiedg euloly efir nlejy pue uetwueg efieN eqif infep woij
sarreubIp ‘DAY Jo nbag usfoig ‘S@VAN JO enng pUIALY Y[e], 191e\\ elpu] 1seq
UJION Jo ereyperiey) euysuy qeysa) ‘yreuqsaq Aelueuey(g ‘seq erpusyejy 1010e
paumouai ‘eiog eunie) pue uedeqieqg eing usqeyqg SIoUUIM plemy Twapeyy
yeireN 199bueg HBurpnioul ‘serreliubip (e1oass Ag papusille sem JUSAdD Y, ewWauld uoneibneu] [eAnss I
uerpu] 01 UOIINQIIIUOD JULDIJIUDIS © oapew sey oym ‘Ulessni [Py 1010e pawire[doe

Areuoneursiur Aq parernbneur sem [eAnss] oyl ‘uekeqiog e1In(g usbor sspremy ﬂ — mm D
VNS ‘@1mno eAreg jo ainbij yusutwoad oyl Aq dwrel aya bunybif 1011y




©
g
E
&
o
Y
B
B
&
=
b
=

Panir katha

Majuli’r

|
=58 [ |

"90USI[ISa1 S pue[ST 9y} 01 AUOUWIISa] ‘9] Jo Aem pue ‘uonipen

‘2IN}[ND S PUeE[ST 93 Inogqe Buruies] ur paisaiaiul SUoAue 10] peal-}snul e S yooq oy, ‘A1031s1y
[en1boroos Yo erem yym drysuorreal anbrun s pue[st ay3 309[jo1 1ey) Sa1I01S Joyem Jo uorye[iduod
anbrun e 1no 1ybnoiq saey Aoyl 1oyiabo ], 1s1Ane [einino pue Ayjeuosiad a1yeay] e sI

yeiog 1104 reyseyqg o[Iym ISIAIIOE [BID0S pUE 191LIM UMOUM-[[oM € ST eleyperiey) MY wWessy Woij
senreuosiad paumousal om) ‘Ueiog 110L[ teyseyg pue ereypenneyd ¥ Ag paiipse sem Mooq oy,
"JUSA® 93 0} uoneonsiydos pue aouebals Jo Yonol e pappe youne] yooq a3 1e adussaid sbusked
TUOWNMURY] pue ‘s19suns [njiineaq sil 10] umouy st abe[[ia etowreysiy Tnlep jo 1ted 1sowiuialsom
a3 ul pairedo] ‘abe[[ia eioweysijN woi] Apef e ‘Bbusheq tuownyury Aq pauado Ajjewrioy sem

yooq oy, Tnlep Jo SIsulod JUIsjJip WO SI91Mm TZ Ag U91ILIm SOLI0)S 1orem Tg Jo uone[iduwod
anbrun e ‘ eyiey trued 1nlep, jJo younel ay3 sem Gzoz-ILINN 22U Jo siybiybiy aya jo sauQ

,

o

youne yoog

T-Aeq



o)

I IaqT

Az
A

@m'
202G
NAATGHAR MAJULI
THEATRE FESTIVAL
2025

MUKTI

Playwright : Direction:
Dr. Subrat Jyoti Neog Bhaskar Jyoti Borah

Group:

Naatghar Majuli, Assam
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NAATGHAR MAJULI
THEATRE FESTIVAL
2025

Playwright & Direction:
Jyoti Prasad Bhuyan
‘ Group:
Nivedon, Nagaon
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DAY-2:

Children drama
competition,

The festival featured a children’'s drama competition, organised in
collaboration with Majuli Jila Moina Parijat and Majuli Jila Natya Sanmilan.
The competition aimed to foster theatre among young children and promote

their psychological and emotional development.
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DAY-2

In the occasion, daytime; books published by NEIWT,
NEADS and HBS , related to North-east India water has

been displayed.

ROFTHEAST INDIA WATER TALKS
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THEATRE FESTIVAL
Concept & Direction:
Dr. Mrinal Jyoti Goswami
Group:
Aank-A Creative Line, Guwahati
Time : 6 PM Onwards
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AAICHU

Playwright & Direction: ARE
Dr. Pranjal Buragohain ¢J )

Group: ¥
Living Theatre, Vidya: The Living SchogliDhema
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CELEBRATING ART, INTERNATIONALLY
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Oil India Limited: A major oil and gas company

in India.
Numaligarh Refinery Limited: A refinery
company in Assam.

Assam Climate Change Management Society:

An organization focused on climate change
management.

Government of Assam: The state government
provided support for the festival

Northeast India Water Talk: An organization
focused on water conservation and
management.

Rural Volunteer Centre: A non-profit
organization working on rural development.
North-East Affected Area Development
Society (NEADS), is a volunteers centered
grassroot development organisation.

Radio Gup Shup 94.3 FM as the official radio
partner of the festival The radio station
promoted all event-related details and
enhanced the overall experience.

Naatghar Majuli
partnered with
several organizations
to support the

festival:

XNE
<& QQ
3
$ (7))
V&Odd(‘



Naatghar Majuli Honors Key Contributors
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The festival concluded
¢ Ranjit Bhuyan: President of the

Majuli Jila Natya Sanmilan

ceremony, recognizing the e Samiron Goswami: Organizing
Secretary of the festival

e Ananda Hazarika: Advisor of the

with a felicitation

efforts of several

individuals who worked

festival
tirelessly to make the e Mahendra Borah and Lohit
event a success. Borah: Key contributors to the

event



Bhaskar Jyoti Borah, Director of Naatghar Majuli,
expressed his sincere gratitude to:
e The people of Majuli for their cooperation and
support
e The core members of Naatghar Majuli for their
meticulous management of the festival
e Core Members
Special thanks were extended to:
e Dipak Baruah
¢ Goutom Saikia
e Debasish Saikia
e Dipankar Saikia
e Kuldeep Borah
e Kasturi Boruah
e Rowshik Borah
e Nayanjyoti Saikia
e KRaustabhmoni Saikia
e Supporters and Contributors
e Naatghar Majuli also thanked:
e Shyamal Hazarika for designing the festival's
official logo
¢ Kalpajyoti Bhuyan
e Abhilash Bapansha
e Zonak Yugantor Borah
e Bhagyashree Saikia
e Supu Saikia
e Porag Jyoti Borah
e Abhijit Goswami
e Gangeya Pritam Sharma
e Pranjit Bhuyan
e Kishore KRumar Bharadwaj
Logistical Support
e Special thanks were extended to:
e Majuli Jila Natya Sanmilan
e Majuli Jila Moina Parijat
Accommodation Support
e Heartfelt thanks were extended to the
Satradhikar of Uttar Ramalabari Satra for
providing accommodation for participating
theatre groups.
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The Assum Tribune
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Date 5 Jan 2025

Theatre in an island...

‘ ‘ want to take it interna-
tional so that Majuli, the

hub of Vaishnavite culture,

is placed on the interna-

tional map and becomes

a landmark among international the-
atre festivals,” expressed Bhaskar Jyoti
Borah, the founder of Assam’s new
theatre movement — Naatghar Majuli,
dedicated towards utilising this novel
means for socie-cultural awakening.
Now, in its sixth vear of existence, the
group is all set to organise the second
edition of the Naatghar Majuli Theatre
Festival starting from January 11, 2025.
The festival builds upon the success
of its 2023 inaugural event, aiming to
breathe new life into the island's rich
cultural landscape that has weathered
significant environmental challenges
since its formation, several centuries

ago.

Although the theatre festival stands
as a testament to Majuli's enduring
cultural spirit, attempting to transform
artistic expression into a powerful tool
for community regeneration, this is just
a humble beginning. As someone born
and brought up in the culturally rich
river island, Borah says, “The journey
of theatre in Majuli is several centuries
old, with Sattriya traditions being at the
forefront. When | was first exposed to
global art, | had this question as to how
we can connect our traditional art forms
with the global.” Borah holds a double
Masters in Chemistry and Cultural Stud-
ies, and is currently pursuing his PhD at
the Department of Assamese, Tezpur
University.

While there are dichotomies that exist
and debates of a fine line that separates
tradition with modernity in the domain
of art and culture, with many calling for
clear distinctions, while others suggest-
ing a holistic approach, Borah's view is
worth considering, “With globalisation
and its multifaceted effects coming into
play, traditional art forms are losing the

ABHILASH BAPANASHA writes about a
unique theatrical movement in Majuli.

popularity they once enjoved. The same
is happening in Majuli. | strongly feel we
must connect with a global form for the
sustenance of our traditional forms.”

“Even after some noteworthy changes,
Assam'’s theatre has still not been able to
capture the attention as that of Manipur
and West Bengal. Beyond a source of
entertainment, performing arts is also a
medium for social change, development
and community upliftment. Asa scholar
myself, | feel that the State's theatrical
art forms have not been able to occupy
that space in the academic discourse
despite the capital and resources we
have,” he highlighted.

Naatghar Majuli has become a pivotal
platform for artistic expression, weaving
together community engagement, cultural
preservation, and creative development.
With its history dating back to 2016, the
organisation has consistently attempted
to push the boundaries of performing
arts in Assam by performing in some
prestigious events and stages. It has staged
over 30 plays across the country so far,
showcasing the depth and diversity of
regional theatre. Besides that, the group
is regularly invited to educational and

cultural institutions to facilitate theatre
and drama workshops amongst school,
college, and university students.

They have won many awards and
accolades — it's worth mentioning that
their play Joymotiwas selected for the
Poorvottar Rashtriva Matya Samaroh,
2022, organised by the National School
of Drama, New Delhi, and was also
selected for the Abhinaya National
Theatre Festival — 2023, organised
by the Department of Language and
Culture, Telangana. Bimurta Nixa,
Dhou aru Dhumuha, Seemar Sipare,
written and directed by Borah, were
selected for subsequent Radio Drama
Festivals organised by All India Radio,
Dibrugarh, in 2023, 2024, and 2025.

In its first edition last vear, as a two-
day extravaganza on October 1 and
2, as many as five plays were staged
at the event held alongside North East
India Water Talks 2.0, the latter as a
platform has been actively engaged
in facilitating dialogue among various
stakeholders involved in climate change,
water management and policy. The
inauguration was graced by several
dignitaries, including the Satradhikar

of Uttar Karalabari Satra — Shri Ja-
nardan Dev Goswami; Satradhikar of
Garamur Saru Satra — Shri Haridev
Goswami; Majuli MLA, Bhuban Gam;
CEM of Mising Autonomous Council,
Parmanand Chayengia, besides other
members of the Mising Autonomous
Council, resource persons from differ-
ent parts of India and dignitaries from
all the states of the North-East, among
others. The two-day event included a
play called Unfouched, performed by
a Sri Lankan group and directed by
Sujeewa Pathinisekara, among other
presentations.

In the second edition of the theatre
festival, scheduled to be organised on
January 11 and 12, attendees can expect
adynamic programme featuring perfor-
mances from both local and international
artistes, alongside workshops and inter-
active discussions. A major attraction
will be a theatre group travelling all the
way from Tunisia, alongside domestic
theatre groups from Nagaon, Dhemaii,
and Guwahati.

In the changing times of massive tech-
nological advancement and innovation
of new communication mediums, it is
imperative to understand the increasingly
blurred divisions between high culture
and popular culture and what to include
in one and exclude from the other. In
this case, Naatghar Majuli stands at the
forefront of this transformation, chal-
lenging traditional notions of cultural
preservation and continuity by endeav-
ouring to breathe new life into the cultural
fabric of Majuli, already a hub of Sattriva
culture but with a novel approach. By
providing emerging artistes with trans-
formative opportunities and platforms,
it is not just attempting to preserve art
forms — it is actively reimagining their
potential to inspire, connect, and em-
power communities in an everchanging
and increasingly interconnected world.

bapanashaa@gmail.com
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Naatghar Majuli Presents 1% Play: Mukti 24Play: Makarajal
o In collaboration with Group: Naatghar Majuli, Assam  Group: Nivedon, Nagaon
Majuli Jila Natya Sanmilan & Majuli Jila Moina Parijat
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